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Collections

BUT

• only 140,000 items (7.5%) were open to online discovery

• only 32,000 items (1.8%) were represented with images.  

• Less than 40% of the entire collections were catalogued

• More than 1.8 million items held in Scottish university museums

• 32% of Scotland’s history of science;   31% of coins and medals; 
24% of fine art;   20% of natural science collections;  18% of world culture.

• The entire collections of the Universities of Aberdeen
and Glasgow and select collections from the 
Glasgow School of Art, University of St Andrews, 
and University of Edinburgh have been Recognised 
as of national significance 



• Collection-level descriptions

• Item-level records

• Photographs

• Harvested from institutional database

• Searchable through individual museum websites, 
UMIS search portal, Culture Grid and Europeana

Aims

All museums and other collections should make the 
research data in their content management systems 
available online as soon as possible, without waiting 
until backlogs are cleared or records improved to 
levels of perceived ‘perfection’.                                    

   www.rin.ac.uk



Funding                                   University museums

Technical expertise

Partnership



Funding   
• Scottish Funding Council £240,000 (€280,000)

• University partners (in-kind) £78,000 (€94,000)

Challenges
• Insufficient preparation time

• University recruitment procedures

• Priorities of institutional IT services

Project management



Collections level descriptions



Consultation

• Collections are central to teaching and research

• Access to collections should be improved

• Enthusiastic staff result in well-used collections

We are stuck using the same specimens every year because we have no 
idea what is available to use from the museum.

It is vital that the museum is woven into the fabric of the University Faculties 
so it is seen as one rather than separate entities.

Working with objects brings out questions from students that they would not have 
otherwise thought of. Objects engage students and help the topic come alive.



Consultation

• Digitisation is key to the future of collections

• Copyright issues can limit access

• More digitised records are needed

There is a danger that if it is not online, people will think that it doesn’t exist.

Prioritise collection descriptions and object records, 
the visual is expendable though wonderful.

Images would be the top documentation element to improve.

Fewer databases would make more sense - 
have a coherent single system.



 CLDs  Item records  
proposed delivered proposed delivered

University of Aberdeen 200 200 8,000 8,000
University of Dundee 200 117 3,000 1,500
University of Edinburgh 100 100 0 50
University of Glasgow 1,000 1,075 0 0
Glasgow School of Art 30 10 0 1,500
Heriot-Watt University 100 100 0 50
Robert Gordon University 10 11 0 3,400
University of St Andrew 100 113 0 800
University of Stirling 10 7 0 400
TOTAL 1,750 1,733 12,000 15,700

Records created



Website www.umis.ac.uk/revealing

http://www.revealing.umis.ac.uk/
http://www.revealing.umis.ac.uk/
http://www.revealing.umis.ac.uk/

